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The Midterms & What Comes Next
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THERE’S A MANDATE FOR CHANGE
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#1. The Midterm Elections

Money, Maps, Mood & Matchups
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PARTY MONEY FAVORS GOP… DEM CANDIDATES RAISED MORE

Raised (2025-26) COH 9/30

$546M

$167M

Democrats Republicans

$365M

$498M

$238M
MAGA Inc.

$736M

Top 14 Senate Races 
Candidates 9/30 

Party PACs & Committees
COH 9/30

Source: FEC

$86M
$49M



218 to Win

MAPS: THE HOUSE



MOOD: ANXIOUS & ANGRY
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MOOD: NET NEGATIVE ACROSS MOST ISSUES
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POTUS APPROVAL IS THE BEST PREDICTOR OF HOUSE RESULTS

Presidential Approval Rating



BUT POLITICS ARE RELATIVE – ELECTIONS ARE A CHOICE
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Source:                                                                  9/11-15

Net Positive Image



Democrats Need to Net +4 to Win Control
State (Incumbent)

GA (Ossoff)

NC (OPEN)
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SENATE: THE FOURTEEN BATTLEGROUNDS



REMAINING UNKNOWNS

Polling 

Accuracy?

Election 

Interference?
Contested 

Outcomes?

“A typical miss — 3.7% 

points on average — in 

either direction takes 

Democrats anywhere 

from 47 to 56 seats.” 

–G. Elliott Morris
10/16/2026



#2. Trump II: Act 2, Scene 2

What to Expect in 2027-28



TRUMP 2.0 ≠ TRUMP 1.0… 2027 ≠ 2019 

More Ambitious, More Aggressive, Fewer Guardrails 



TRUMP’S FINAL TWO YEARS’ AGENDA



Judicial 

Review

WILDCARDS: WHAT MIGHT ALTER TRUMP’S PLANS?

Financial 

Markets



#3. Enter the 120th Congress

Deals or No Deals?
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LARGE INCOMING FRESHMAN CLASSES; PARTY SUBDIVISIONS

House Freshman Classes

73

96

Senate Freshman Classes

16

20

18

5

7

13

9

4

12

11

15

8

10

9 9

10 10

15

12

13

7

8

9

7

12

1
9
7

7

1
9
7

9

1
9
8

1

1
9
8

3

1
9
8

5

1
9
8

7

1
9
8

9

1
9
9

1

1
9
9

3

1
9
9

5

1
9
9

7

1
9
9

9

2
0
0

1

2
0
0

3

2
0
0

5

2
0
0

7

2
0
0

9

2
0
1

1

2
0
1

3

2
0
1

5

2
0
1

7

2
0
1

9

2
0
2

1

2
0
2

3

2
0
2

5

2
0
2

7

12

16

Source: Congressional Research Service



DEALS NEEDED, TRUST LACKING

“Easier” Harder



DEMOCRATS’ TOP PRIORITIES IN 2027



Two Parting Recommendations

Navigating the Disruption



The Pendulum Always Swings Back

PLAY THE LONG GAME



SHOW UP:  ALL TRUST IS LOCAL

They Won’t Help You If They Don’t Know You

Other Party People My Friends

Perceived 

from afar 

via media

Experienced 

first-hand, 

offline / (IRL)

Not Trusted Trusted

Congress Politics My Representative

Big Business Business My Employer

Mass Media News My Favorite Media 

Healthcare System Healthcare My Doctor



For these slides: bruce@mc-dc.com  

My Substack (free): https://brucemehlman.substack.com/subscribe 

https://brucemehlman.substack.com/subscribe
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